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ABSTRACT: The idea of a Common School System is as old as Kothari 

Commission. Kothari Commission or Indian Education Commission, 1964-

66 emphasized on the expansion of educational institutions broadly with an 

accent on equalization of educational opportunities. The committee had 

recommended education to people of all straits of society and envisaged a 

Common School System of public education. A recent trend of double 

standard of education is alarming. The students from government schools are 

in no way at par with the students from private educational institutions and 

international schools. The government schools in India remain as an instrument of job security for 

teachers and peons rather than an accessory to quality education. The campaigning of government 

teachers at the time of admission as well as inspection irrespective of the lack of infrastructure and other 

amenities clearly depicts the existing scenario. 
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 INTRODUCTION: The Right to Education Act (RTE), enacted in 2009, has ushered in hope for school 

education in the country. It is the culmination of efforts made by educationists, members of civil society 

and judiciary for the last many years. Free and compulsory education for all children had been debated 

even in pre-Independence years. It made its way into the Constitution as a Directive Principle of State 

Policy under the former Article 45, whereby states were required to ensure provision of free and 

compulsory education (FCE) to all children till the age of 14 years within a period of 10 years of the 

formulation of the Constitution. There is enough evidence to suggest that this goal has not been achieved 

even several decades after India became independent. With the RTE coming into force, there is an 

expectation that this will finally be translated into provision of quality school education for all children.  

It is the primary responsibility of the Government to ensure implementation of the Act. Being part of the 

concurrent list, the Central and state governments are both responsible for ensuring effective 

implementation of the Act. There has been significant improvement in terms of the number of primary 

schools, largely due to additional resources made available through the Sarv Shiksha Abhiyaan to bridge 

existing gaps. The scheme is now being extended to the secondary school level as well. In addition to the 

Government‘s initiative, the private sector has also played a role in improving the state of education in the 

country and continues to do so. This study is an attempt to explore the role the private sector can play in 

implementation of the RTE.  

There are varied opinions on some sections of the Act from different perspectives. The study includes 

some views and counters those on some aspects of the Act. For instance, inclusion of a schedule to set up 

norms and standards has by and large been welcomed, although there is a strong opinion that it does not 

address quality issues adequately. On the contrary, some groups feel that it is not friendly toward small 

organizations that are making an attempt to reach out to disadvantaged groups, but are not adequately 

resourced to meet the norms and standards laid down in the Act. 

 

 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION: Education leads to individual freedom and empowerment, which 

yields significant societal development gains and makes an individual self-reliant. It is seen as the 

foundation of society, enabling economic wealth, social prosperity and political stability. Education is 

therefore increasingly being viewed as a fundamental right across the globe and essential for the exercise 

of all human rights. All individuals are entitled to education.  


